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This paper considers different authorizing strat-

egies in the foundational sections (books 3-5) 

of the Sibylline Oracles, a collection of Greek 

hexameters composed and updated over sev-

eral centuries from the second century BCE on-

wards by Jewish and then Christian editors. Re-

writing scriptural material into styles inherited 

from the Greek poets Homer and Hesiod, the Si-

bylline voice reviews world history (as proph-

ecy) and pictures the end of days, while urging 

ethical behavior in the present. These utter-

ances combine the prophetic authority they 

claim from divine inspiration and the age of the 

Sibyl-figure, with ‘narrative authority’ from the 

Classical cultural forms they appropriate. As this 

branch of Sibylline prophecy develops, cultural 

as well as historical and theological reference 

points are updated. This paper concludes by 

discussing one such understudied example 

preserved in our collection – the replacement of 

Homer by Virgil as the Sibyl’s first student. 
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